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Join us for Latkefest on December 7!
Make Beth Tikvah part of your family Hanukkah traditions.

For more details and to RSVP for Latkefest, a complimentary dinner sponsored by 
Brotherhood as a Hanukkah gift to the congregation, see inside (p. 2)!

Happy 
Hanukkah!
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Shabbat Services
December 1
9 a.m. Library Minyan

December 7
6:15 p.m. Hanukkah 
Hootennany & New Member 
Blessing Shabbat followed by 
Brotherhood Latkefest

December 8
9 a.m. Torah Study

December 14
7:15 p.m. Shabbat Evening 
Service

December 15
9 a.m. Torah Study

December 21
7:15 p.m. Shabbat Evening 
Service

December 22
9 a.m. Torah Study 

December 28
7:15 p.m. Shabbat Evening 
Service

December 29
9 a.m. Torah Study

Holiday Notice:
Building will be closed

December 25 and January 1.

Celebrate Your Simcha! Sponsor an Oneg or Bima Flowers
Mark your special occasions and commemorate milestones in your life by sponsoring an Oneg or Bima 
flowers. This mitzvah is enjoyed by our entire congregation!

Thank you to our members for your generosity in providing Onegs and Bima flowers! Please call the 
Temple office at 614-885-6286 to select a date to sponsor or learn more. 

December 7
Bima flowers: Margie and Jerry Pizzuti in 
memory of Margie’s parents, Mimi and 
Murray Millman

Current as of November 23, 2018. Please consider sponsoring an Oneg in the month of 
December. Please consider sponsoring Bima flowers on December 14, December 21, or 
December 28.

Congregation Beth Tikvah, serving the Greater Columbus area, is a warm, welcoming 
and inclusive synagogue dedicated to educational, religious and social activities that 
build community and further the cause of Judaism. Beth Tikvah seeks to promote the 
enduring and fundamental principles of Reform Judaism and to ensure the continuity 
of the Jewish people; to enable its adherents to develop a relationship to God through 
communal worship, study and assembly; and to apply the principles of Reform Judaism 
to the values and conduct of the individual, family and the society in which we live.

Congregation Beth Tikvah Mission StatementFund of the 
Month:

Mishpacha Fund
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The rabbis of the Talmud ask 
a famous question, “Mai Ha-
nukah?” This means, “What 
is Hanukkah?”

They strive to uncover the 
meaning of this holiday. We 
recognize that this holiday 
and the mitzvot related to it 
are not mentioned anywhere 
in the Torah or the rest of 
the Jewish Bible. The book 
of Maccabees is part of the 
apocryphal writings, which 
simply means they were left 
out of the Jewish bible. We 
are familiar with the famous 
story of the Temple that had 
been desecrated and the 
Maccabees finding the one 
jar of oil that, when used, 
lasted for eight days when it 
was only supposed to last for 
one.

The Chasidic interpretation 
of this story is found in a 
text entitled Me’or Eynayim 
which was written by Mena-
hem Nahum Twersky of Cher-
nobyl. He is a disciple of the 
Baal Shem Tov and founded 
one of the most important 
Ukrainian dynasties.

We learn from this teach-
ing that as we perform mitz-
vot associated with one-time 
events or holidays, the very 
power of that one-time event 

is reawakened.

As Hanukkah comes along, 
we are reminded of the time 
when we could not celebrate 
Jewish life and we were driv-
en away from Torah by the 
Hellenists who had defiled 
the Temple. Hanukkah re-
minds us that it is a time to 
draw nearer to Torah, accord-
ing to the Meor Eyinayim.

Since the Hellenists had des-
ecrated the oil, wisdom had 
been corrupted. When the 
Maccabees rededicated the 
Temple, they found the fa-
mous jar of oil which was a 
single container of wisdom: 
that is, the Torah. This oil 
lasted for eight days.  

We also recognize that-- in 
Judaism-- nice, whole num-
bers come in cycles of seven, 
or a week. Hanukkah lasts 
for eight days. It has a power 
that enters into the next cy-
cle-- which is the power that 
draws us closer to God.

Hanukkah is a time of draw-
ing near. We hope that when 
we light the candles, we draw 
nearer to one another. For 
each of us is a flame of light 
and hope that has the poten-
tial to bring God into a world 
absent of divine providence.

In the moments of Hanukkah 
we might draw closer to fam-
ily and friends with whom 
we are blessed to gather, to 
celebrate with one another.  
We draw closer to commu-
nity as we are reminded that 
together we bring the light of 
holiness into the world.  

There are moments of deep 
darkness in our world and 
the fall season was filled with 
incredibly dark moments. I 
believe in the theology that 
when we perform mitzvot,  
we kindle lights in people’s 
souls. It is a flame that can be 
passed on to another and an-
other. It is a flame that lights 
up the darkest nights. And it 
is a flame that carries us for-
ward into a future that is un-
known.

As we gather to celebrate 
Hanukkah this year, may we 
be a light that can kindle the 
wick of another soul and in-
spire them to bring light to 
the world, drawing closer to 
that which is holy. I hope you 
have a wonderful Hanukkah!

 

Rabbi Rick Kellner

With Blessings
A message from Rabbi Rick Kellner

“Hanukkah 
is a time of

drawing 
near. We 
hope that 
when we 
light the 

candles, we 
draw nearer 

to one
another. For 

each of us 
is a flame 

of light and 
hope that 

has the
potential to 
bring God 

into a world 
absent of

divine
providence.”

Library Minyan & Torah Study
Saturday, December 1

9-10:30 a.m.
Celebrate Shabbat with this highly participatory Saturday 
Morning service. Rabbi Rick Kellner will lead us with guitar 
from 9-9:45 a.m. Stay for a discussion of the weekly Torah 
portion from 9:45-10:30 a.m.
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A Letter from the President
Three topics have dominated 
our congregational life for the 
past month: the Pittsburgh 
shooting, security, and the 
Mishpacha appeal.

The Pittsburgh shooting and 
tightening security have become 
our most important topics leav-
ing some other congregational 
tasks to take a back seat. We 
have all mourned with The Tree 
of Life synagogue. We mourn 
with the members of our own 
congregation, as we have once 
again lost a piece of our inno-
cence, our trust, and our secu-
rity. We are especially touched 
by those of you who are figuring 
out what to say to your children, 
grandchildren, or students as 
they experience an act of hor-
rific violence in our community 
for the first time. For those of 
us who are older, we are expe-
riencing this violence as another 
in a string of events that we 
prayed would each be the last.

Both the #ShowUpForShabbat 
and the Veterans’ Shabbat have 
helped us heal. We came to-
gether to mourn, be supported 
by each other, and remember 
that life must go on– as testi-
fied to by the fourth graders, 
and by Micah Burkart, Bob Feist, 
and our other veterans. Each 
reminded us that although we 
need to fight for our rights and 
our safety, we also need to con-
tinue to belong to and build a 
community. If we shut down, 
evil wins. We owe our children 
the most normal life we can give 
them. Although the outpouring 
of support from friends, neigh-
bors, other faith communities, 
and teachers has been comfort-
ing, we still need to be vigilant. 
As the Thousand Oaks shoot-
ing reminds us, violence is pos-
sible anywhere. The need for 
vigilance is present in all we are 
doing to protect the congrega-

tion. Because we received the 
grant to upgrade security two 
years ago, we’re ahead of many 
synagogues. We’re consulting 
with experts to choose our next 
steps. Please feel free to reach 
out to me or to Debbie Vinocur 
to share your thoughts on this 
topic. My next office hours are 
December 9.

On a security call with Reform 
Congregations, we learned that 
all the congregations are strug-
gling to balance security with 
being welcoming. Three points 
were repeated in this call. First, 
technology is not the whole 
solution to security, but it is 
important. Second, off-duty po-
lice will provide more trained 
expertise than private security 
guards. Third, YOU PERSON-
ALLY, NOT YOUR NEIGHBOR OR 
THE PERSON SITTING NEXT TO 
YOU, but YOU, YOU PERSONAL-
LY, ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
SECURITY OF THE TEMPLE AND 
THE CONGREGATION. “If you 
see something, say something.” 
Also remember the phrase from 
WWII – “Loose Lips Sink Ships.” 
Please don’t share our security 
upgrades with nonmembers. 
Don’t post about our upgrades. 
If we publicize, we weaken the 
improvement.

Finally, our Mishpacha Appeal 
has kicked off. As of my writ-
ing this, your generous support 
has already enabled us to light 
two candles on the hanukiyah 
in our lobby. We are already 
five percent of the way to our 
goal of a 70% household par-
ticipation rate to raise $45,000. 
Talking about money is difficult, 
perhaps because of the admoni-
tion from our parents not to talk 
about money to people outside 
the family. But since we’re all 
family here – here goes. Beth 
Tikvah has a reputation for be-
ing a frugal congregation. We 

are. But we are also a generous 
congregation. We stepped up 
to pledge to two Capital Cam-
paigns and to pay our pledges 
early enough to achieve sub-
stantial savings in the interest 
on our building loans. We are 
generous with our Mishpacha 
contributions. Mishpacha is our 
largest and most direct fund-
raiser. We’re not offering a raffle 
or an evening out; we are just 
asking you to help support the 
congregation and the programs 
we provide. We’re asking you to 
help support our mission of liv-
ing a more Jewish life through 
spiritual, educational, and so-
cial activities. Mishpacha funds 
the budget gap between com-
mitments and costs, as well as 
unexpected expenses, so that 
we do not have to cut planned 
programs that you value. Mem-
bership commitments cover 
only about 75% of operating ex-
penses, and we subsidize about 
25-30% of Religious School 
expenses. To maintain our fi-
nancial stability, we ask you for 
money when there is a gap. 

Your contribution to Mishpa-
cha enables us to continue to 
offer Tikvah Tots, Mitzvah Day, 
Shishim, The Center for Jewish 
Parenting, classes by our rabbis, 
Morissa’s classes, and on and 
on. Mishpacha donations are 
your Hanukkah gifts to the con-
gregation. Asking congregants 
for money is the most onerous 
part of Board service – just ask 
any Board member. Thursday, 
November 29, we called you, 
our members, to ask for a Mish-
pacha contribution. Any contri-
bution helps us reach our goal. 
The calls we didn’t complete 
that night we will try to com-
plete on Thursday, December 
13. Please give generously.

Judy Weisberg

Judy Weisberg 
President, 
Congregation 
Beth Tikvah

13. Please give generously.

Judy Weisberg

“Your 
contribution 
to Mishpacha 
enables us to 
continue to 
offer Tikvah 

Tots, Mitzvah 
Day, Shishim, 

The Center 
for Jewish 
Parenting, 
classes by 

our rabbis, 
Morissa’s 

classes, and 
on and on.  
Mishpacha 
donations 
are your 

Hanukkah 
gifts to the 

congregation.”

Presidential O�ce Hours - Sunday, December 9 - 9:30-11 a.m.
Upcoming 2019 Office Hours: Sundays Jan. 6, Feb. 10, March 10, April 7, May 5 
Judy Weisberg will dedicate the Sunday before each month’s Board meeting, to YOU:
the congregation! Bring your questions, compliments, complaints, ideas, and suggestions.
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Recently, I had the opportu-
nity to co-chair the National 
Association of Temple Ad-
ministrators’ conference in 
Austin, Texas. After a year of 
planning, 180 temple execu-
tive directors and administra-
tors finally had the opportu-
nity to come together to learn 
from our experts, grow in our 
knowledge, and return home 
invigorated. We learned how 
to adapt our style as directors 
to fit any situation. We gave 
back to the community (NATA 
in Action) by volunteering at 
the Central Texas Food Bank 
which provides 46,000 meals 
a day. Together, we tried to di-
gest the tragedy in Pittsburgh. 
We carried with us the hopes 
and prayers for our individual 
congregations to be safe, to 
grow, to connect, and to pray 
– safely. 

Beth Tikvah is a compassion-
ate community. We reach out 
to each other, work and care 
together, and build a temple 
we are proud to call our Jew-
ish home. It is our mission and 
our vision. This is the time of 
year we ask you to prioritize 
Beth Tikvah in your year-end 
giving by making a donation 
to the Mishpacha Appeal.

The Mishpacha Appeal is our 
biggest annual appeal sup-
porting and sustaining Beth 
Tikvah’s yearly budget. The 
beauty of the generosity of 
Beth Tikvah members and 
their model for giving pro-
vides opportunities for Rabbi 
Kellner and the entire Beth 
Tikvah staff and Board to think 
creatively: whether we are 
developing new ways to bring 

prayer into our lives or creat-
ing programs, events, and ser-
vices for all ages. 

We depend on these dollars to 
bridge the gap between mem-
bership commitments and our 
annual budget. Membership 
commitments cover only about 
75% of operating expenses, 
and we subsidize about 25-30% 
of Religious School expenses. 
Please donate at a level that is 
meaningful to you.

This year, our goal is $45,000 
and 70% participation from 
our congregants. Every gift 
counts; no gift is ever too 
small. Join us, your Beth Tik-
vah family, in participating in 
this important blessing that 
supports the entire congrega-
tion. Thank you for the con-
tinuous support you show to 
Beth Tikvah each year. 

While we practice Tikkun 
Olam, every day kindness, in 
our effort to help repair the 
world we remain ever vigi-
lant in our own security ef-
forts. I want you to know that 
we continue to work hard to 
provide safety and security at 
Beth Tikvah by implementing 
more safety plans. You recent-
ly received an email with a link 
inviting you to register for our 
alert system through Remind 
- a service for receiving emer-
gency alerts by text or email. 
With Remind we will be able 
to immediately communicate 
to you any active, emergency 
situation. An email has gone 
out with instructions on how 
to sign up. Signing up for Re-
mind only takes a couple min-
utes. If you have any ques-

tions, please do not hesitate 
to reach out to me. 

Hanukkah is early this year: 
beginning on December 2 
with the first candle. Our Sis-
terhood kicked off the cel-
ebration with the Bagels and 
Boutiques holiday sale, which 
was a marvelous success. Art-
ists displayed and sold every-
thing from stained glass to 
jewelry to beautifully crafted 
woodwork. Thank you to Su-
san Pomerantz, Rachel Lam-
bermont, Jane Mitchell, and 
everyone who worked hard to 
make this event a warm and 
wonderful start to the holiday 
season.

December is a busy month at 
Beth Tikvah. I hope to see ev-
eryone at the Hanukkah Hoo-
tenanny Shabbat on Decem-
ber 7. We will welcome our 
newest members and Rabbi 
Kellner will provide a blessing. 
The celebration will continue 
after services with Latkefest. 
This family-friendly annual 
event is not to be missed! 
Brotherhood members, along 
with dozens of volunteers, fry 
up hundreds of latkes for the 
congregation’s enjoyment. 
This is no easy task! Please 
RSVP that you plan to cele-
brate with us!

On behalf of the Beth Tikvah 
staff, we wish you a very Hap-
py Hanukkah.

Chag Sameach!

Debbie Vinocur

“The beauty of 
the generosity 
of Beth Tikvah 
members and 

their model 
for giving 
provides 

opportunities 
for Rabbi 

Kellner and 
the entire 

Beth Tikvah 
staff and 

Board to think 
creatively: 
whether we 

are developing 
new ways to 
bring prayer 
into our lives 

or creating 
programs, 
events, and 

services for all 
ages!”

Behind the scenes...

Debbie Vinocur
Executive 
Director

Sign up for Emergency Alerts with REMIND.
If you have a smartphone, get push notifications. On your iPhone or Android, open your web browser 
and go to the following link: rmd.at/bteme. Follow the instructions to sign up for Remind. You’ll 
be prompted to download the mobile app. If you don’t have a smartphone, get text notifications. 
Text the message @bteme to the number 81010. If you’re having trouble with 81010, text @bteme 
to (240) 650-8550. Or go to rmd.at/bteme on a computer, laptop, or tablet to sign up for email 
notifications. 
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“Wishing you 
a Hanukkah 

filled with 
love, light, 

and laughter! 
Searching 
for crafts, 

games, and 
ideas to enrich 
your family’s 
celebration? 

Check out 
my Pinterest 

Board for 
Hanukkah at 

pinterest.com/
bethtikvahedu/

hanukkah/.”

A Note about Education

Morissa 
Freiberg

Director of 
Education

Happy Hanukkah! I’ve spent 
some time compiling re-
sources and family learning 
ideas from all over the web 
to help enhance your cele-
bration and understanding of 
the Festival of Lights. Check it 
out below! 

Wishing you a Hanukkah 
filled with love, light, and 
laughter!

Morissa R. Freiberg, RJE

• Hold a gift exchange that
goes beyond your family:
Creating meaning for your
kids during the holiday sea-
son can help them move be-
yond the commercialism that
characterizes the focus on
giftgiving. Try this: “get one,
give one.” If your tradition is
typically to give gifts all eight
nights of Hanukkah, this year
give gifts to your children on
four of the nights of Hanuk-
kah, and on the other four
give to someone in need a
gift. Here’s one example—if
a book is given to a child one
night, a book is donated the
next.

• Stories can be gifts, too:
Do you have special holiday
memories? Share them with
your kids! If celebrating Ha-
nukkah is new to your family,
write down some memora-
ble moments so that you can

remind your child next year. 
You’ll create your own chain 
of family memories. Since 
Hanukkah falls during the 
winter holiday season, your 
kids can share their Hanuk-
kah traditions with friends 
or family who may celebrate 
other holidays.

• Dreidel around the world:
The letters on the dreidel—
Nun, Gimmel, Hay, Shin—
stand for Nes Gadol Haya
Sham, which means “A great
miracle happened there”
(“there” meaning Israel). Ask
your children if they can think 
of any miracles that happen
in their more immediate
community—what does a
“miracle” mean to them?

• Hanukkah through song:
Sometimes a song lyric con-
veys a story so well, it does
the job all by itself. Check out
the song “Judah Maccabee”
by Rabbi Joe Black and go
through the lyrics with your
children to help them better
understand the Hanukkah
story. The song can be found
by going to: https://tinyurl.
com/y987nhfc

• Jewish values (middot)
and Hanukkah: For young
families, explore a great
video and discussion guide
from BimBam about the re-
lationship between the value
of hachnasat orchim (wel-
coming guests) and Hanuk-
kah: https://tinyurl.com/sha-

boomhanukkah

• Make it movie night: Each
Hanukkah, we remember our
ancestors’ fight for religious
freedom. If your children
are tweens or teens, they
can handle movies that un-
cover some of the difficult
fights for freedom that oth-
ers have fought. Take a night
of Hanukkah to learn about
plights for freedom with
movies such as Suffragette
(women’s right to vote in
England) or The Help (Civil
Rights in America). Though
these movies can be difficult
to watch, they shine light
on the struggles around us
and remind us to step up for
those who still fight for their
freedom.

• Thank a friend or loved
one for bringing light into
your life. As a family, use fun
stationery and pens to write
thank you notes to the peo-
ple who have helped you or
influenced you in your life.
More of a digital family? Use
Hanukkah e-cards to share
your messages.

• Still searching for crafts,
games, and ideas to enrich
your family’s celebration?
Check out my Pinterest
Board for Hanukkah!: www.
pinterest.com/bethtikvahe-
du/hanukkah/.

Ideas adapted from reform-
judaism.org & pjlibrary.org. 

Wildlights
with BethTY

& Jr. BethTY!
Sat., Dec. 8 - 4:30-9:45 p.m.

All 6th-12th grade students are invited to join for a night 
of fun, friends, and festivities at the Columbus Zoo’s Wild-
lights! Arrive at Beth Tikvah at 4:30 p.m. for a short pro-
gram, Havdalah, and catered dinner. After dinner, we will 
board the bus to the zoo! December 8 is also the zoo’s an-
nual donation drive: each person who brings a donation 
will receive FREE admission. Students who do not bring a 
donation will be responsible for their own ticket when we 
arrive at the zoo. Cost is $10 + donation and is highly subsi-
dized by BethTY. Register at bit.ly/BethTYWildlights2018.
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�e People v. Eve
A Mock Trial with Audience Participation

Sunday, December 16 at Beth Tikvah
1-2:30 p.m.

Is the matriarch of Eden guilty of theft and sedition for sampling a forbidden fruit from a certain tree? 
Watch legal experts argue the case in a dramatic courtroom battle! In this fun and educational mock 
trial, Eve will face two charges -- theft of God’s property and sedition. Jeff Albert of Beth Tikvah and 
Barry Wolinetz of Temple Israel will argue the case as lawyers. Eric Brown, former chief justice of the 
Ohio Supreme Court, will preside as judge, with Earl Goldhammer as bailiff. The audience will serve as 
the jury and render a verdict after deliberation. All are welcome to attend this family-friendly, educa-
tional dramatization.

Adult Learning
Eat! An Exploration of Jewish Food
with Rabbinic Intern Jordy Cohen

Saturday, 
December 15

3-5 p.m.

$20/participant
RSVP at bit.ly/CookingwithJordyDecember15

Jordy Cohen teaches this Mini-Series exploring the 
ins & outs of Jewish food. All are welcome; no pri-
or Jewish/cooking knowledge is required. Recipes 
will either be dairy- and nut-free or gluten-free/
gluten-free modifiable. Last month, we had a blast 
baking babka! This month, Jordy will teach us the 
history of a Sephardic dish: Shakshuka! Join us as 
we learn, cook, and most importantly, eat!

January 13 - 10:45 a.m.
Attention Parents of Teens & Pre-Teens!

Join us for our next session with family therapist “Charlie” 
Knerr, MS, IMFT-S. She will expertly address teen stress and 
anxiety, with a focus on helping your child navigate issues 

including eating disorders.
RSVP at tinyurl.com/CFJPJan13.

�e Center for Jewish Parenting presents

“A Focus on
Teen Mental Health”
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The first candle is kindled on Sunday, December 2. Candles are placed in the menorah right to left, and kindled from left to right.

Baruch atah, Adonai, Eloheinu, Melech haolam, asher 
kid’shanu b’mitzvotav v’tsivanu L’hadlik ner shel Hanukkah.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who hallows us 

with mitzvot, commanding us to kindle the Hanukkah lights.

Baruch atah, Adonai, Eloheinu, Melech haolam, she-asah 
nisim laavoteinu v’imoteinu bayamim haheim baz’man hazeh.

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who performed 
wondrous deeds for our ancestors in days of old at this season.

On the first night only

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, for giving us life, for sustaining us, and for enabling us to reach this season.
We kindle these lights because of the wondrous deliverance You performed for our ancestors.  During these eight days of Hanukkah, 
these lights are sacred; we are not to use them but only to behold them, so that their glow may rouse us to give thanks for Your 
wondrous acts of deliverance.

Maoz Tzur

Baruch atah, Adonai, Eloheinu, Melech haolam, 
shehecheyanu v’kiy’manu v’higianu laz’man hazeh.

Maoz tzur y’shuati, l’cha na-eh l’shabei-ach
tikon beit t’filati, v’sham todah n’zabei-ach

l’eit tachin matbei-ach, mitzar ham’nabei-ach
az egmor b’shir mizmor chanukat hamizbei-ach

O mighty stronghold of my salvation, to praise You is a delight. Restore my House of Prayer and there we will bring a thanksgiving offering. 
When You will have prepared the slaughter for the blaspheming foe, Then I shall complete with a song of hymn the dedication of the Altar.

Hanukkah Blessings and Songs

Thank you in advance for donating to the Hanukkah Mishpacha Appeal.
Make a Difference. #MakeYourMishpacha! -The Beth Tikvah Board of Trustees

Fill out the contribution form below or donate at bit.ly/BethTikvahHanukkahMishpacha.
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Introducing Steve Dritz, Brotherhood President!
Steve Dritz is a retired Information Technology professional whose passions include Ohio State foot-
ball, travel, golf and Graeters Ice Cream. Steve also fills his time with volunteering and other activities 
he finds meaningful, like the monthly outings with his Brotherhood friends. In his role as Brotherhood 
President, Steve brings his analytical mindset and easygoing demeanor. His motto is, “Don’t sweat the 
small stuff...or the big stuff,” he laughed. Dritz talked about how Hanukkah is one of his favorite Jewish 
holidays, full of cherished traditions, like his family’s Latke Cookoff. After 37 years belonging to Beth 
Tikvah, Steve values his Mishpacha’s traditions more than ever, like the Brotherhood Latkefest coming 
up on December 7. This labor of love wouldn’t be possible without the contributions of volunteers 
(more than a dozen Brotherhood members frying up and serving 700+ or so latkes each year- the 
equivalent of 50+ hours of work) and the funds raised during the Mishpacha Appeal.

Q: Why is the Mishpacha Appeal and giving back to your Beth Tikvah family so important to you?
A: Mishpacha strengthens our Jewish community. Donating helps keep Beth Tikvah vibrant, so it can continue to enhance the spiri-
tual, educational, cultural, and social lives of its congregants.

Q: What do you enjoy about volunteering, both for Beth Tikvah and for your larger community?
A: Volunteering is rewarding and fun. When you volunteer, you choose what you want to do. You are in control of your time and 
energy, and can focus on what matters most to you. For me, my time volunteering at Beth Tikvah has been an opportunity to learn 
and use my skills acquired throughout my career.

Q: Can you share a fun fact that our members might not know about you?
A: Though I’m not fond of heights, I went skydiving when I was 19. While my ripchord was tethered to the plane--which means it 
opened by itself when I jumped--it was a solo jump. I had to get out of the plane and hold onto the struts of the wing one mile up 
before I jumped. Letting go and free-falling was actually the easy part!

Q: Why should people come to Latkefest?
A: When I think of Hanukkah, we think of traditions: lighting the menorah, giving gifts, and eating latkes.  Latkefest is a fun way to 
keep these traditions going, like the miraculous oil that lasted eight days. I love Latkefest for the challenge it presents. Also, how 
often do you have an opportunity to fry up latkes for 250 people?

Q: Why should the men of Beth Tikvah join Brotherhood?
A: You get to know other Beth Tikvah members beyond being acquaintances. When I come to Temple for any reason, I am not here 
just with congregants: I am here with good friends, my Mishpacha. If you would like to learn more or are interested in joining the 
Brotherhood, email me at Dritz4OSU@gmail.com.

What’s New With Brotherhood?
Join us for Latkefest on December 7 after the Shabbat service. Brotherhood 
will be busy frying up latkes and preparing a complimentary dinner that night 
under the guidance of Mike Fliegel, Latke Fryer Extraordinaire. We expect a 
large turnout, so all Brotherhood members are encouraged to help out with 
this delectable event!

Coming Up! 
• December 23: Our Annual Meals On Wheels event is a rewarding and fun op-
portunity for grandfathers, fathers, and grandsons to come together to help
those less fortunate in the greater Columbus community. We will be meeting
for breakfast before heading over to the Meals on Wheels Distribution site on
Harmon Avenue.

• January 13: Join Brotherhood for another delicious dinner followed by Beth
Tikvah’s Herb Weisberg sharing his insight on Jewish Voting Demographics.

You can join Brotherhood any time of year by simply sending a check for $36 
to the Beth Tikvah office with “Brotherhood Dues” written on the check’s 
memo line. Or sign up and bring your check to an upcoming event. Brotherhood also offers a FREE, one-year membership for new 
congregants. If you have any questions, please contact Steve Dritz at Dritz4OSU@gmail.com.

Meet Your Mishpacha! Q&A Interview

At the November 30 Shabbat Service, Brotherhood 
presented the Ed Schecter Founders Award to Marty 
Seltzer. The award is given to a Brotherhood member 

a a a a -
a a

Mazel tov to Marty for being the 2018 recipient of 
this a a
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Shabbat Meditation Group 
Relax. Renew. Restore.

Saturday, December 8 -10:15 a.m.
Following Torah Study

Refresh your nefesh with Morissa Freiberg and 
friends during a Shabbat morning Meditation ses-
sion. Morissa will lead us with a cleansing practice 
designed to help reenergize you during this busy 
holiday season! She will also teach us how to ap-
proach meditation and mindfulness through a Jew-
ish spiritual lens with a focus on the Torah portion. 
Movement may be done seated; please bring a 
yoga mat or meditation cushion.

Art by Mike Davis (https://www.redbubble.com/people/parkinglotart).

Shabbat Playdate!
December 1 at 10 a.m.

Explore Shabbat through music and movement with your child during 
this 45-min. parent participation class with singing, reading, dancing and 

playing -- all while learning about Shabbat and other Jewish holidays!

Led by Beth Tikvah member and musician Alyson Vigneron and meeting in 
the Beth Tikvah PJ Library Room, Shabbat Playdate is open to all families 
with infant-4 year old kids.

RSVP at bit.ly/PlaydateDec1.

Family-Friendly Fun this December!

Grow in Your Ruach! Pray & Learn With Us
First Grade Naming & Brunch

A Family Learning Day
Sunday, December 2 - 9:30 a.m.

Join us for song session in the library at 9:30 a.m. Then 
parent and student learning with Morissa Freiberg, 

Dora Sterling, & Jane Mitchell begins at 9:45 a.m. 

Brunch & naming ceremony
officiated by Rabbi Rick

10:45 a.m.-12 noon

RSVP at tinyurl.com/FirstGradeNaming2018

Join us for an intergenerational Shabbat!
Friday, December 7 at 9 a.m.

Bring your kiddos ages four and under to this 
collaboration between the PJ Library and Beth 

Tikvah! We’ll read a PJ Library book
with Rabbi Rick, make yummy Shabbat treats, 

and sing songs! 
Meet us in the PJ Library room at Beth Tikvah.

In partnership with the PJ Library & the JCC
Contact Alyssa Russell at alyssa@jewishcolumbus.org for more info!
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13th Annual Columbus Souper Bowl
“B’nai Mitzvah” Birthday - Sat., February 2, 2019

Entry forms now available in the Beth Tikvah lobby!
•Brotherhood seeks sponsors, silent auction donors, and entrants in two categories:

Amateurs & Professionals – Chicken Soup & Non-Chicken Soup (gluten free, vegetarian, etc.).
• Entry Forms for Amateurs & Professionals + Sponsorship / Donation forms are available

in the Beth Tikvah Lobby & online at www.bethtikvahcolumbus.org.
• For more information on entering the Cook-Off or sponsorship/donation opportunities,

contact Jeff Wasserstrom at 614-760-0026 or jeffwass@yahoo.com.

Proceeds Benefit the Congregation Beth Tikvah Jewish Camp Fund.
Looking for Donations Items for the Silent Auction & for Sponsorship at all Levels, especially:

Chicken Wish-Bone Level - $100 
Friends of Columbus Kids at Jewish Camp a .

Coming in 2019!

January 12 - 6 p.m.
We will share together in a short Havdalah service 

followed by board games, snacks, and more! Look for 
more details in upcoming News From Beth Tikvah!

A Women’s Shabbat filled with prayer, spirit, TORAH!, plus 
discussion with Director of Education Morissa Freiberg & 

Rabbinic Intern Jordy Cohen! 

Join us for Shabbat lunch & learning! 

More details coming next month & in upcoming editions 
of News From Beth Tikvah!

Women’s Shabbaton
Save the Date! 

January 26

January 5 - 9:30 a.m.
Calling All 4th-6th Graders!

This is your opportunity to come together on Shabbat 
morning for interactive and experiential Torah study. 

Nosh on bagels and other treats, then attend Shabbat 
Morning Services together. Increase comfort levels 
with Torah and familiarity with Shabbat morning 
service liturgy while deepening knowledge of text in 
preparation for B’nai Mitzvah! Details coming soon!

A Women’s Shabbat filled with prayer, spirit, TORAH!, plus
discussion with Director of Education Morissa Freiberg &

Rabbinic Intern Jordy Cohen! 

Join us for Shabbat lunch & learning! 

More details coming next month & in upcoming editions 
of News From Beth Tikvah!

Women’s Shabbaton
Save the Date! 

January 26

Family Game Night & Havdalah

Thank you to our sponsors: Mill Run Vision Center – Photos That Flash - The Mascot Organization
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Shishim in DecemberThank you to the 
following contributors:
ADULT EDUCATION FUND
• Lois Winnick-Chapman & Bruce
Chapman in memory of Ruth Abrams

CARING COMMUNITY FUND
• Dora & Ed Sterling in memory of Thea 
Bloom, beloved sister of Risa Lazaroff;
and Florence Leviton, beloved mother
of Linda Leviton

FUND OF THE MONTH
(Mishpacha Fund)
• Susan Gass, Aaron Ard and Kerry Ard
in memory of Harvey Gass
• Rochelle & Jules Steinberg in
memory of Jules’ parents, Rose & Meyer
Steinberg

MUSIC FUND
• Paul Feder in memory of his beloved
mother, Bertha Feder

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND (Gary 
A. Huber)
• Laurel Richardson in memory of her
beloved brother, Barrie Richardson

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
(Richard M.C. Kellner)
• Adele & Ed Dauerman in memory of
their beloved son, Bruce M. Dauerman
• Donna & Allan Fried in appreciation
of the consecration of their 
granddaughter, Victoria Koch
• Marcia & Jonathan Levy in honor of
the wedding of Barbara Berman and
Jack Thropp

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
• Beth Tikvah Teachers in honor of
Morissa Freiberg being elected to the 
Board of Directors of the Reform Jewish 
Educators

SPECIAL EVENTS & BIMA FLOWERS 
FUND
• Lisa Kalson & Jonathan Beck in
memory of Herman Lewis, beloved
father of Ellen Sass

WISH LIST FUND
• Lois Winnick-Chapman & Bruce
Chapman in honor of Del Parrott for his
years of service to Beth Tikvah

For more information about the 
different funds, please visit our 
website, 
www.bethtikvahcolumbus.org.

Shishim 2019 - Save-the-Date!
January 10

• Becoming a Sage as You Age
• Comparative Jewish Music

Thursday, December 13
10:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.

(includes noon lunch with reservation)

Fascinating Topics!
Exciting Speakers!

�is month’s include:

• Jewish Composers in the Age of Impressionism
• Dreaming of a Jewish Christmas

At 11 a.m. Christopher Purdy, a WOSU radio person-
ality, will tell the story of three Jewish composers 
who, in 1860s Paris, upstaged a prominent - and no-

toriously anti-Semitic - European composer of this time period. 

At 1 p.m. we will watch the film, Dreaming of a Jewish Christmas: the amaz-
ing story of a group of Jewish songwriters who wrote the soundtrack to 
Christmas. This offbeat musical documentary irreverently that tells the sto-
ry of a group of songwriters - including Irving Berlin and Mel Torme - who 
wrote the most popular holiday music of the winter season. We will learn, 
for example, who wrote “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer” and many oth-
er seasonal favorites, with dramatized musical performances at a Chinese 
restaurant on Christmas Day. 

At noon, Shishim members and guests can enjoy a delicious meal together. 
Cost is $12 for members, $15 for guests and lunch reservations are required. 
To reserve your spot, email Sally Stefano at sjms4772@gmail.com or calling 
(614) 436-4290 by noon on December 10.

Chris Purdy of WOSU

Sisterhood Book Club 
Meets 2nd Tuesdays at Noon!

Bring a bag lunch & join us in the Rabbi Gary A. Huber Library!

We will discuss these upcoming books:
•Dec. 11 - We Were the Lucky Ones by Georgia Hunter
•Jan. 8 - Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng

http://www.bethtikvahcolumbus.org
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Thank You 

• Thank you Tikvah Topics helper
Martha Phillips!

• Thank you volunteer
receptionist Susan Pomerantz!

Red Cross Blood Drive
Tuesday, December 18

1-7 p.m.

Beth Tikvah will host a Red Cross Blood 
Drive in the Social Hall. Volunteers 
and donors are needed. Give the gift 
of life this holiday season. Two-hour 
shifts are from 1-3 p.m.; 3-5 p.m.; and 5-7 p.m. Contact 
Art Flesch at artflesch@hotmail.com if you would like to 
donate, volunteer, or learn more.

Voting Yes For �ose in Need!
By Dora Sterling

The Social Action Committee under the leadership of Jackie Kon, Barbara Taxier, Susan Pomerantz, and 
Wendy Grindstaff, ran a “Vote Yes for the Worthington Resource Pantry” Bake Sale on Election Day. 
Neighbors who utilize the temple as their polling place donated over $500 for homemade sweets!

Did you know that this was not the first Temple Election Day Bake Sale? Voters were especially gener-
ous this year. Did you know that our congregants spend hours each week working at the Worthington 
Resource Pantry? Marcey Forman, Mike Taxier, Harvey Freeman, Elaine Selekman, Lynne Allen, and 

other Beth Tikvah members welcome families, stock shelves, help consumers with choices, and make future appointments 
at the pantry. In addition to the Yom Kippur Food Drive, many congregants donate to the pantry food bin in the lobby each 
week or contribute wrapped food baskets in lieu of Shabbat flower arrangements.

Thanksgiving is a time to count blessings and share our bounty with others. At Beth Tikvah, tikkun olam is part of what 
we do all year-round, not only during holidays. Because the need for tzedekah and mitzvot continues every month of the 
year. Learn more about opportunities to give back with the Temple’s Social Action Committee by emailing Jackie Kon at 
jackiek29@gmail.com. 

Tikkun Olam at Beth Tikvah

In Loving Memory
• Ruth Abrams, beloved mother
of Terry Abrams

Tzedakah Collective:
End-of-Year Voting & Hanukkah Celebration!

December 16 - 3-5 pm. 

Our year-end Grant Recipient Voting Meeting is an exciting 
time to reflect on our Jewish values of philanthropy as we de-
cide which nonprofits to award a Tzedakah Collective grant, of 
the following: Freedom a la Cart; US Together; or The Bike Lady.

Contact Marsha Pond at marshapond@msn.com to RSVP (for meet-
ing address) or make carpool arrangements. We’ll have a holi-
day potluck, so bring a snack to share! You can still join the WRJ 
Tzedakah Collective by bringing a $60 tax deductible donation 
payable to “Women of Temple Israel” to the Dec. 16 meeting. At 
this final year-end meeting we will also discuss plans for 2019.
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If you would like to submit articles, events, Mazel Tovs or Thank Yous for consideration in upcoming editions of Tikvah Topics or our weekly 
e-newsletter, News from Beth Tikvah, contact Communications Manager Felicity Nesham-West at fneshamwest@bethtikvahcolumbus.org.

Use the same Amazon you normally do, but 
Beth Tikvah gets a share of the profit. It’s a fun 
easy way to give to Beth Tikvah. Visit https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/31-1069161 and log in to 
your Amazon account.

 Tabletop Solutions by Meridian Table Pad Company
  ...custom-designed table pads for all your dining room needs!  

 

Call Reid Romer at 614-582-7121 for an estimate today!  
 In-home measuring provided at no charge.

Support Beth Tikvah programs using 
your Kroger Plus Card! 

Enroll by visiting KrogerCommunityRewards.com. 
Sign in to your online account, or create an account. 
Search/select “Congregation Beth Tikvah” from the 
list of organizations, then click “enroll.” Re-enroll 
every April to continuing earning rewards for Beth 
Tikvah. Thank you for your support!

10% TOWARDS 
JEWISH CAMP 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Matt Ryan makes a contribution 
of 10% of all mitzvah packages 

booked by Congregation Beth Tikvah 
members to the Beth Tikvah Jewish 
Camp Scholarship Fund.  Please be 

sure to mention you’re a CBT member 
when scheduling your event! 

MAZEL TOV!
We  had a BLAST at your b’nai mitzvah celebration

Gabi Sanderow 
Michael Robinson 

Julia Sitter  
Madison Tibbals     

MattRyanDJ.com

mailto:fneshamwest%40bethtikvahcolumbus.org.?subject=
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/31-1069161
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/31-1069161
http://KrogerCommunityRewards.com
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December - Kislev / Tevet
All dates and times are subject to change. Visit the calendar on bethtikvahcolumbus.org for up-to-date information.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
9 a.m.

Library Minyan

9:30 a.m.
8th Grade Field Trip to 

Tifereth Israel

10 a.m.
Shabbat Playdate

2
9:30 a.m.

Religious School
1st Grade Naming &

Family Ed Day
12 p.m.

Religious School Commit-
tee Meeting

12:15/1:15 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew

12:30 p.m.
Teen Program

7:00 p.m.
Sunday Night Study Group

7:15 p.m.

First Candle of Hanukkah

3
12 p.m.

Women’s Torah Study

4-7 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew

6:30 p.m.
Adult B’nai Mitzvah

7 p.m.
Shironim Rehearsal

4
4-7 p.m.

Small Group Hebrew

7:30 p.m.
Rabbi Huber’s Fall 

Class: Jewish Spiritual 
Literature

5
4-7 p.m.

Small Group Hebrew

6
8:30 a.m.

Executive Committee 
Meeting

10 a.m.
Adult Hebrew

12:30 p.m.
Kibbitz and Kraft

4-7 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew

6:30 p.m.
Intro to Judaism

7
9 a.m.

Shabbat ShaBOOM!

6:15 p.m.
Hanukkah Hootenanny 

and New Member 
Blessing Shabbat

Following Shabbat 
services

Brotherhood Latkefest

8
9 a.m.

Torah Study

10:15 a.m.
Shabbat Meditation 

Group

4:30 p.m.
BethTY / Jr. BethTY 
WildLights event
(6th-12th grades)

9

9:30 a.m.
Religious School

Presidential Office Hours
11 a.m.

6th Grade Family Learning
12 p.m.

Madrichim Lunch & Learn
12:15/1:15 p.m.

Small Group Hebrew
12:30 p.m.

Teen Program &
Post Confirmation

7 p.m.
Brotherhood Board 

Meeting

8th Candle

10
4-7 p.m.

Small Group Hebrew

6:30 p.m.
Adult B’nai Mitzvah

7 p.m.
Darcheinu

7 p.m.
BREAD Research Kick-Off

11
12 p.m.

Sisterhood Book Club

4-7 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew

7:30 p.m.
Rabbi Huber’s Fall 

Class: Jewish Spiritual 
Literature

12
10 a.m.

RAC-OH Summit 

4-7 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew

6:30 p.m.
Intro to Judaism

13
10 a.m.

Adult Hebrew

10:30 a.m.
Shishim

4-7 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew

7:30 p.m.
Board Meeting

14
7:15 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service

15
9 a.m.

Torah Study

9:30 a.m.
8th Grade Field Trip to 

Torat Emet

10:15 a.m.
Shabbat Meditation 

Group

3 p.m.
Cooking Class with 

Rabbinic Intern Jordy 
Cohen

16
9:30 a.m.

Parent-Tot/Religious 
School

12:15/1:15 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew

12:30 p.m.
Teen Program

1 p.m.
Trial of Eve
2:30 p.m.

Gesher Hebrew
7 p.m.

Sunday Night Study Group

17
4-7 p.m.

Small Group Hebrew

6:30 p.m.
Adult B’nai Mitzvah

7 p.m.
Shironim Rehearsal

18
1 p.m.

Red Cross Blood Drive

4-7 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew

19
4-7 p.m.

Small Group Hebrew

20
10 a.m.

Adult Hebrew

12:30 p.m.
Kibbitz and Kraft

4-7 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew

21
7:15 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service 

22
9 a.m.

Torah Study

23
NO Religious School

24
NO Small Group Hebrew 

this WEEK
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

25
Building Closed for 

Holiday

26
NO Small Group 

Hebrew this WEEK
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

27
NO Small Group 

Hebrew this WEEK
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

28
7:15 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service  

29
9 a.m.

Torah Study

30
NO Religious School

31
NO Small Group Hebrew 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

1
Building Closed for 

Holiday

http://www.bethtikvahcolumbus.org/calendar/
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